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Engineer makes it on good ethics

By Susanna Khoo

Market leader
ethical principles

Dr Nehemiah Lee Chee Hai firmly believes in the importanece of upholding integrity and compassion,

Lee's successful company is built on a solid foundation of

and he leads the way through his life.

As the managing director and founder of Nehemiah Reinforced Soil Sdn
Bhd, Lee strictly enforces honesty as the best poliey in all the company’s

operations.

His company’s business cards flash this bold statement: “We pledge to
conduct business with integrity. We shall not get involved in any corrupt

practice.”

Explaining why he decided to start his own company, Lee said he often
encountered ethically-compromising situations on the job during his first 15

vears as a civil engineer.

According to him, the construction industry is rife with corrupt practices
because most projects involve large sums of money and many are tempted to compromise in exchange

for personal gains.

very unfair practice. It favours the corrupt person and disadvantages straight and honest people”.

Due to the tremendous pressures to conform to the unethical practices, Lee opted to set up his own .
company instead so that he could keep his business dealings corruption free. .

“I started with little experience and little money,” recalls Lee, who says he is just a civil engineer, and

not really a business man.

Nevertheless, he was driven by the desire to do something of greater significance rather than just

climbing the corporate ladder as he had turned 40 at that time.

Being at the helm of the company allows Lee to control how construction projects are chosen and he
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can also easily draw the line whenever negative influences, such as bribery, arise. ¢ The limitations of

"It may be a small company, but at least I'm the decision maker,” he says.

Lee started his company in 1993, offering reinforced soil retaining wall and slopes services.

Its most renowned product,
the Nehemiah Wall, is now a
commeon sight at major
highways, enbankments and
development projects around
the Klang Valley and beyond.

In fact, the company is now
recognised as the market
leader for retaining walls in
Malaysia.

His business has grown
significantly over the last 17
vears, with offices now at

Kuala Lumpur, Penang, India_ §

and Australia.
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The company also has a
presence in other countries

i

such as Bangladesh, 5ri Lanka, Brunei and Singapore.

despite his busy work schedule, Lee schedules time to tutor poor
children at a community centre

expectations

e Accountability beyond office
hours

Like what you've read?
Support Goodtimes.my
Find out how,

Create an account or log in

to See what your friends

are daing.

Storybooks teach kids about
suffering children

58 people recommend this

HECF: Don't single out
Christians

|4 pepple recommend this
Caring employers support
maid’'s varsity studies

& people recommend this

Selangor MB regrets JAIS raid
at DUpMIC

Lee says his company’s success testifies to the fact that one doesn’t need to resort to unethical means 52 people recommend this
to excel and gain acceptance in the industry.

“God in his wonderful way has been very gracious to the company in spite of the challenges and
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difficulties of doing business without bribing,” he says, acknowledging it is divine provision that has
seen him through the difficulties he faced due to his anti-corruption stance.

Lee admits that his company also owes much of its success to the good support he received from people
whom he had worked with previously.

“There’s a certain trust which has been built up from past work experiences,” he says.

Presently, Lee manages a team of over 60 staff whom he is “happy to teach them all that I know™.

Ultimately, he believes that leadership by example is the best way to pass on wisdom and good

practices to his staff.

“Staff learn prineciples from vou when they see yvou make decisions,” he shares.

Lee also strongly advises others who want to make integrity a mainstay of their work life to lay down a
clear set of principles as guidelines to live by.

“Make up vour mind at the very start to stay true so that you are able to withstand the pressure when

it comes,” he advises.

Aside from his business, Lee is also busy with community work. He provides free maths tuition to
underprivileged children at a community centre in Sg Kampung Kayu Ara.

The centre he volunteers at — Pusat Perkhidmatan Sungai Kayu Ara (PUSKA) —started in 2008 and
opens twice a week on Tuesdayvs and Saturdays. He tutors around 20 to 30 children each time, most of

whom are in primary school.

“We need to encourage them to desire to study, to help overcome some of their not-so-good habits, to
instill in them the interest and desire to learn,” Lee says.

One of the main reasons for volunteering to teach the children is his childhood experience.

“I suffered the pain of poverty and it’s not easy to get out of the poverty cycle,” he says.

Sharing about his life back then, he savs, “I was offered places in top universities in the world, but I
didn’'t have the money to go. I was quite upset with that.”

This is why he now feels compelled to help others who are poor and in need.

Another reason for his voluntary community service is that he believes the poor have a special place in

God’s heart.

“As his follower, I should have a similar compassion for the poor,” says Lee.
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Johor seeks international
wetland status
By Yam Phui Yee

The Johor National Parks
Corporation (JINPC) is renewing its
bid to get Ramsar Site status for two
wetlands in the state. Ramsar sites
are wetlands of international
importance, designated under the
Ramsar Convention, named after
the town in Iran and signed...
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A plea for PPSMI
By Wrutheran Sinnadurai

In thelast several months, many
parents have written to the local
newspapers pleading for the
government not to do away
completely with the policy...
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Should you resign for your
staff’'s mistake?

By Bob Wrighton

We have locked at the two senior
policemen from London's
Metropolitan Police who felt the
need to resign over their partin the
the unfolding News of the World
phone hacking scandal. Shortly
after their...

Practise honour and honesty
for a happier life

Bv Roger and Sue Farr

We are discussing a tool we have
used to help our children learn
personal responsibility and
maintain that responsibility as they
go to university and leave our
home. This tool is simply alist of 10
accountability questions. By asking
these questions, parents and
children are able to help each...
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Popular singers to perform at
charity concert
By Dina Melda Matius

Caring local recording artistes are
hoping to raise BM5 million for the
underprivileged when they perform
at the Symphony of Heart 11 charity
concertin Penang on Aug 28.

A shoulder to lean on

By Yvonne Lim

Four years ago, Leonard* was at his
college annual ball when he
received a call from Josh*, afriend
whao was suffering from depression.
Josh said he had justhad an
argument with his mother and was
feeling so down...
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